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that he commanded. These latter were ravaging the whole
country, as noted by the Pondicherry Diarist; and they did
it with such success that cattle were sold at the time at the
rate of 7 or 8 per rupee. At last, the Marathas, to the
number of 3,000, joined the French; and thereupon Lally
moved about the 10th of January from Arcot to Tiruvat-
tur and. made a feigned dash on Oonjeevavam. His aim
was to divert the attention of Coote, with a part of his
army, while he attempted to capture Wandiwash with the
remainder. Coote, in his turn, planned to wait until
Lally should become fully engaged in the siege operations,
which he began, and to either attack the besieging an ny or
give battle to the coveLing .force of Bussy. Batteries v-ere
opened against the French position at Wandiwash on the
20th of January. Next day, Coote marched from dtta-
ramerur; and on the 22nd, the issue was fought out. Orrue
tells us that when the cannonade once commenced, hie
brunt of the fighting fell entirely on the Europeans in
both the armies; and the sardars of the sepoys of the Eng-
lish side complimented Coote on his victory, and4< thanked
him for the sight of such a battle as they had never seen/'
The English took 24 pieces of cannon, besides large quan-
tities of ammunition and stores. The French lost 200
Europeans besides 160 taken prisoners, among whom was
the great Bussy himself, who was permitted by Coote to
proceed to Ppndicherry on parole. In Madras, the vic-
tory caused " joy almost equal to that of Calcutta on the vic-
tory of Plassey."26 The French troops fled to Chettu-
pattu and thence to Gingee and shortly afterwards re-
treated towards Pondicherry. Coote secured the surren-
der of Chettupattu on the 29th of January; and a week
later, he began the seige of Arcot which fell after a resist-
ance of five days. On the last day of February, Tiruvan-
namalai surrendered to a detachment of English troop sun-
der Captain Smith; and Coote marched to Perurnukkal
which finally submitted on the 4th of March, though the
first assault made on it was unsuccessful. This brought
Ooote within striking distance of Pondicherry (March,
1760).

Lally made desperate preparations for the defence of
Pondicherry from which an exodus of citizens speedily

(26)           The sepoys tuaclor Vusttf Khan and the cavalry tinder (Jhazanfa*
All Elian and Abrar Khan and Abdul Wahab Khan took part i# the